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SUB J : MAJOR CABINET RESHUFFLE IN ANTIGUA 

1. FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT OF MAJOR CABINET REORGANIZATION IN 
ANTIGUA, FORMER MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS AND LABOR DONALD 
HALSTEAD HAS EXPRESSED INTENTION TO LEAVE CABINET AND WORK 
WITH ANTIGUA WORKERS' UNION RATHER THAN ASSUME NEW DUTIES. 
HALSTEAD DECLINED COMMENT ON REASONS FOR RESHUFFLE BUT SAID 
HE WOULD RETAIN HIS SEAT IN PARLIAMENT AND CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
GOVERNMENT POLICIES. PREMIER GEORGE WALTER ANNOUNCED 
REORGANIZATION AT PRESS CONFERENCE JANUARY 2, THUS CONFIRMING 
RUMORS CIRCULATING SINCE LAST WEEK. BOTH HALSTEAD AND PREMIER'S 
HALF-BROTHER SELWYN WALTER, FORMER MINISTER OF TRADE, INDUSTRY 
AND COMMERCE, WERE GIVEN NEW BUT UNSPECIFIED DUTIES IN 
PREMIER'S MINISTRY OF DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
IN OBVIOUS REFERENCE TO PRESS SPECULATION THAT HALSTEAD AND 
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CONTROVERSIAL PRIVATE BUSINESS DEALINGS, PREMIER WALTER SAID 
THAT REASSIGNMENTS SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED DEMOTIONS AND THAT 
BOTH MEN WOULD RETAIN FULL CABINET RANK. WALTER EMPHASIZED 
THAT CHANGES DESIGNED TO CORRECT ADMINISTRATIVE WEAKNESSES 
IN FORMER CABINET STRUCTURE AND TO ENABLE HIM TO GIVE MORE 
EFFECTIVE DIRECTION TO GOVERNMENT. 

2. OTHER CABINET CHANGES AS FOLLOWS: GERALD WATT, FORMERLY 
MINISTER OF PUBLIC UTILITIES AND COMMUNICATIONS, BECOMES 
MINISTER OF NATIONAL SECURITY, LEGAL AFFAIRS AND LABOR; 

VICTOR MCKAY, FORMERLY PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION, 
HEALTH AND CULTURE, BECOMES MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS, HOUSING 
AND COMMUNICATIONS, AND SYDNEY PRINCE, FORMERLY MINISTER OF 
PUBLIC WORKS AND HOUSING, APPOINTED MINISTER OF FINANCE, 

INDUSTRY AND TOURISM. CHANGE INVOLVES REDUCTION FROM SEVEN 
MINISTRIES TO SIX WITH SHIFTING OF SOME PORTFOLIOS AND 
CONSOLIDATION OF OTHERS. FINANCE PORTFOLIO, FORMERLY HANDLED 
BY PREMIER, NOW INCLUDES TRADE AND COMMERCE, WHILE HOME AFFAIRS 
NOW SUBSUMED UNDER NATIONAL SECURITY. SHIFTS ALSO MADE IN 
ASSIGNMENTS OF TEN PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES. 

3. COMMENT: WALTER'S REMARKS NOTWITHSTANDING, CHANGES DO IN 
FACT MEAN DEMOTIONS FOR HALSTEAD AND SELWYN WALTER, AS 
HALSTEAD S REPORTED INTENTION TO RESIGN INDICATES. DOUBTFUL 
THAT HALSTEAD, WHO HAS SHARED ALMOST EQUAL AUTHORITY WITH 
GEORGE WALTER SINCE PAIR SPLIT WITH ANTIGUA TRADES AND LABOR 
UNION AND FORMER RIVAL ANTIGUA WORKERS’ UNION IN 1968 AND 
LATER ASSUMED POWER IN 1971 ELECTION, WILL REMAIN CONTENT WITH 
DIMINISHED STATURE. BOTH HALSTEAD AND SELWYN WALTER HAVE 
OPENLY ENGAGED IN PRIVATE BUSINESS DEALINGS WHICH ON OCCASION 
HAVE EMBARRASSED WALTER GOVERNMENT, THOUGH BOTH HAVE 
REPEATEDLY DENIED USING PUBLIC OFFICE TO GAIN BUSINESS 
ADVANTAGES. HALSTEAD IN PARTICULAR HAS BEEN FREQUENT OBJECT 
OF OPPOSITION CRITICISM FOR HIS INTERFERENCE IN POLICE 
MATTERS, ALLEGED HIRING OF PRIVATE HENCHMEN, AND INTERVENTIONS 
IN LOCAL LABOR DISPUTES. CABINET RESHUFFLE IS STRONG 
INDICATION THAT PREMIER INTENDS TO CHART NEW POLITICAL COURSE, 
WHICH COULD EARN HIM AND HIS GOVERNMENT GREATER RESPECT AMONG 
ANTIGUA ELECTORATE. 

DONOVAN 
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